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Celebrate International Orthopaedic Nurses Day!

October 30, 2011
Use this NAON Orthopaedic Nurses Day
Planning Guide to Get Started

Seven Steps that Will Help Your Celebration Succeed
1. Make a plan. All successful events start with a plan with reasonable goals. 

2. Create a taskforce. Form a team of motivated colleagues to rally support and accomplish the steps of your plan. If your hospital or facility is large enough to have a public relations staff, ask someone from that staff to be on the team.

3. Designate a leader. Elect a chairperson and a record keeper. As planning commences, designate specific tasks to individuals or groups.
4. Determine objectives. Write down your goals, objectives and the primary message you’d like to promote.
5. Recognize your team. Orthopaedic nurses are integral to the entire healthcare team. Do people in your hospital or facility know the important role that you and your team play? Here are some simple ways to recognize and increase awareness of the role of the medical staff services team in your hospital:
· Display (using a poster, bulletin board, or display case) the downloadable NAON Orthopaedic Nurses Day poster (download at http://www.orthonurse.org/portals/0/Ortho%20Nurses%20Day%20Poster.pdf) along with pictures of your orthopaedic nursing team. You can also include some fun and interesting information about each team member (i.e., who won $5,000 on a game show, who has a twin sister, etc). 
· Hold an ice cream social or a simple “cookies and punch” reception to honor the orthopaedic nursing team and to bring visibility to International Orthopaedic Nurses Day.
· Send the enclosed news article to your facility’s marketing team for inclusion in the newsletter and/or news stories. Feel free to tweak it to fit your needs.  
6. Get the word out in your community. The work that orthopaedic nursing professionals do affects everyone who seeks musculoskeletal care. Here are some ideas on how to promote International Orthopaedic Nurses Day to the community at large: 
· Offer to speak at a local service club meeting.
· Call a local college, high school or junior high school and offer to speak to a class about a career in orthopaedic nursing.
· Complete and send a press release to local media outlets (see the sample release in this guide for instructions).
7. Evaluate your efforts. At the end of your celebration, evaluate what worked and what did not. This is a good time to reflect on the week and lay the groundwork for next year’s event. 
Sample Orthopaedic Nurses’ Day Press Release

For Immediate Release

Contact: [insert the name of the person who will answer questions from the media; it is wise to give a primary and alternate contact]
Phone: [insert contacts’ phone numbers]
[Name of Facility] Hosts Special Event in Observance of International Orthopaedic Nurses Day
[City, State, Date release is distributed, including year]—The [Name of Facility] is observing International Orthopaedic Nurses Day by [finish sentence with a brief description of your event]. Each year on October 30, orthopaedic nurses everywhere celebrate International Orthopaedic Nurses Day. The tradition began in the United States Senate with a proclamation presented by Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) in 1990 to then-President George H. W. Bush.

Orthopaedic nurses practice in a variety of settings, from dedicated orthopaedic units in hospitals to the operating room. Within the past several years, many orthopaedic units have evolved into mixed units caring for a diverse patient population. With this shift you will now find orthopaedic nurses in an endless array of practice settings. These settings encompass the entire continuum of care – from birth until death, from acute care in an intensive care unit to outpatient rehab and home care. It is important that nurses caring for these patients with musculoskeletal injuries and conditions have the appropriate knowledge and skills specific to the orthopaedic specialty.

[This paragraph should include more information about your event: The what, where, when, and why, and how your community can participate.]
Orthopaedic nursing professionals believe in the concept of man as a total being having physical, psychological, social, emotional and spiritual needs. The orthopaedic nurse, in cooperation with the patient and other members of the healthcare team, utilizes this concept of man to assess, plan, implement and evaluate a plan of patient care. We are pleased to set aside this special day to honor 356-day-a-year commitment that orthopaedic nursing professionals make to the health of our community.

# # #

About NAON

The National Association of Orthopaedic Nurses (NAON) is a non-profit, volunteer-run organization that exists to enhance the lives and careers of Orthopaedic Nurses. Formed in 1980, NAON was designed to promote the highest standards of nursing practice by educating its practitioners, promoting research and encouraging effective communication between orthopaedic nurses and other groups with similar interests. NAON membership consists of nearly 6,000 RNs, LPNs, LVNs, student nurses and associate members from across the country and around the world who share an interest in musculoskeletal healthcare. NAON promotes a culture of professional collaboration developed through trust, respect, integrity and passion for the specialty of orthopaedics. For more information on NAON and/or orthopaedic nursing, visit www.orthonurse.org. 
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