September 12, 2008

Dear Colleague:

We, the members of the APRN Consensus Work Group and the National Council of State Boards of Nursing APRN Advisory Committee, request your organization’s endorsement of the Consensus Model for APRN Regulation: Licensure, Accreditation, Certification, & Education (July 2008).  The attached consensus document, completed through the collaborative work of these two groups and with extensive input from a much larger APRN stakeholder community including your organization, delineates the model for future regulation of advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs).  
Successful and timely implementation of the Model is dependent upon the participation and support of all APRN organizations. Endorsement by all APRN organizations would send a message of strength, not only to the nursing community, but to the larger health care and legislative communities as well. Beginning in early November the names of endorsing organizations will be added to the final document which can be accessed on the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) website at http://www.aacn.nche.edu/Education/pdf/APRNReport.pdf. We hope to include your organization in the list of endorsements. You are also encouraged to create a link from your organization’s website to the document or post the document directly on your website.  
In order to meet this timetable, we will need to receive your endorsement by October 31, 2008 for inclusion in the list of endorsements. We appreciate your efforts to expedite the review process. If you are not able to meet this deadline, additional organization names will be posted periodically after this date. 
If you have questions about this request or the document, please contact Joan Stanley, AACN Senior Director of Education Policy, at (202) 463-6930, ext 254 or jstanley@aacn.nche.edu. Letters of endorsement also should be sent to Joan electronically or to the address below.  Any member of either the APRN Consensus Work Group or the NCSBN APRN Advisory Committee would also be very willing to answer any questions you might have. Your organization’s endorsement of the APRN Consensus Model will be a significant step towards the national recognition and implementation of this landmark document.

Send Endorsement Letters to:

Joan M. Stanley, PhD, CRNP, FAAN
AACN

One Dupont Circle NW Suite 530

Washington, DC 20036

Sincerely,

APRN Consensus Work Group & NCSBN APRN Advisory Committee

APRN Consensus Work Group 
Jan Towers, American Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Program 

Joan Stanley, American Association of Colleges of Nursing

Carol Hartigan, American Association of Critical Care Nurses Certification Corporation

Leo LeBel, American Association of Nurse Anesthetists

Bonnie Niebuhr, American Board of Nursing Specialties

Elaine Germano, American College of Nurse-Midwives 

Mary Jean Schumann, American Nurses Association

Mary Smolenski, American Nurses Credentialing Center 

M.T. Meadows, American Organization of Nurse Executives 

Edna Hamera, American Psychiatric Nurses Association 

Elizabeth Hawkins-Walsh, Association of Faculties of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
Jennifer Butlin, Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education

Betty Horton, Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs

Kelly Goudreau, National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists

Fran Way, National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women’s Health, Council on Accreditation 
Mimi Bennett, National Certification Corporation for the Obstetric, Gynecologic, and Neonatal Nursing Specialties
Kathy Apple, National Council of State Boards of Nursing 

Sharon Tanner, National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission 

Kitty Werner & Ann O’Sullivan, National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties

Cyndi Miller-Murphy, Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation 

Janet Wyatt, Pediatric Nursing Certification Board

Carol Calianno, Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nursing Certification Board
Irene Sandvold, DHHS, HRSA, Division of Nursing (observer)

NCSBN APRN Advisory Committee
· Doreen K. Begley, Board Member, Nevada State Board of Nursing 

· Ann L. O’Sullivan, Board Member, Pennsylvania Board of Nursing

· Patty Brown, Board Staff, Kansas State Board of Nursing

· Charlene Hanson, Consultant

· Laura Poe, Member, Utah State Board of Nursing

· John C. Preston, Board Member, Tennessee Board of Nursing

· Randall Hudspeth, Board Member, Idaho Board of Nursing

· Cristiana Rosa, Board Member, Rhode Island Board of Nurse

· James Luther Raper, Board Member, Alabama Board of Nursing

· Linda Rice, Board Member, Vermont Board of Nursing
· Cathy Williamson, Board Member, Mississippi Board of Nursing

· Tracy Klein, Member Staff, Oregon State Board of Nursing

· Darlene Byrd, Board Member, Arkansas State Board of Nursing

· Nancy Chornick, NCSBN

